FANTASY'S CORE

Well-traveled in Texas, with gigs at both
the 2001 2004 SXSW, Fantasy's Core
is this close to having to apply for
Texasdriver's licenses.They're popular.

Austin 360/04

| asked Mao after the show about sing-
ing in Japanese and their translator
comes back withthe very convincing
answer, "growing up, | saw The Rolling
Stones and many ot her bands, and

they sang in English. We didn't under-
stand what they sang but weloved
them much the same. So, I think singing
in Japanese shouldn't matter."

The emperorhas spoken the truth.
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Hailing from Nagasaki (or "Bomb City",
as they would say), Fantasy's core haw-
ks high-decibel blues-punk peppered with
liberal doses of slightly surreal schtick
between songs. Vocalist Mao Karisu is a
charismatic showman embodying the
cinematic traditions of both Yakuza
and slapstick comedy.

Austin Chronicle / Greg Beets 04

Fantasys Core were even better. Mixing
rockabilly into metal and then back thro-
ugh a punk rockfunnel, Fantasys Core
were more intense than a migraine and
more flammable than highgrade sake.
This was my 2nd time seeing Fantasys
Core and I was just impressed this time
as last. These guys have got more pass-
ion for rock and roll than 99% of any
American rock actl've seen in years...
Fantasys Core are incredible. I strongly
suggest trackingthem down. Anyway, |
consider it a great honor to have met
them and will remember their set as one
of the best this year at SXSW02.

SXSWO0 2

Jacky Fly / Chad 02

First up, a four piece with a leadsinger
that can only be described as Peter
Gabriel in the "Shock The Monkey"
video. They had more energy that all
the bands that I had seen up to this
point put together.

Shock The
Monkey

SXSW/nubrecords 01

You look so cool!

The lead singer is fabulous, really a lot
of personality and everyone playinghad
fantastic concentration andenergy-—-
cool action,fun,wild,wonderful. Keep the
rock and roll fires burning bright. Keep
on rock'n roll!

Sexy Finger Champs / Kerri01

Hello! Just wanted to drop a note to
let you know that | LOVED Fantasy's
Core's live performance!!! Please come
to Los Angeles, California VERY SOON!

The Peak Show / Holland Greco 03

Although he would prefer you to know him
as a simple-minded goof ball, Karisu Mao
is a humble genius who's favorite phraseis
service for the people". Fantasy's Core's
high voltage performance w/comical anti-
cs that can sometimes go over the top,
all stems from Mao's intense faith in the
power of music to ease, and that's what
he does. Underneath the slapstick perfo-
rmer is a highly capable crafts-man who
knows how to incorporate the seeds of
laughter into great writing and musician-
ship, enabling his audiences to moment a-
rily forgetreality, and enjoy a brief but
memorable time filled with great music
and side-splitting laughter.

New York / PETITEMORT 04
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Singing in Japanese, they delved into an
intro that sounded like Iron Maiden play-
ing covers of Slowdive. But then again,
you thought The Boredoms were hard
and wild. Actually, if your domestic partn-
er appreciates you , (s) he'd take you to
see those wizards next time they're in
town.
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